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examination of all available facts as penal justice. It
is, of course, inevitable in this science as in any other
to make use of generalisations, to survey and compress
whole periods or movements into a few abstract sentences,
but, as in every other science, such summaries must be
based on an exact knowledge and verification of the
single facts and events. That is to say, they must be
arrived at by the inductive method, whereas in the cases
mentioned above, some sudden flash of thought, some
ready-made theory is proclaimed as a new truth, where-
upon the author looks out for facts to substantiate it,
accepts them untested and arranges them so as to suit
his idea. A man is enabled, fay this means, to say brilliant
and sensational things and sometimes he may even
intuitively strike on a truth. As a rule, however, his
deductions will be erroneous and misleading. And,
above all, it is impossible to prove anything in this way,
To give a few instances : in Karl Kautsky's article
" What is the Use and Purport of the Materialist Con-
ception of History ? " I Puritanism in England is
explained as follows: " The transition from a natural
to a monetary system of economy", says the author,
" causes the lower classes to fall a prey to a sombre
puritanisnu" Why it should be so is not explained.
The mere fact that the same transition in other countries
did not conduce to Puritanism, should have sufficed to
make it clear to Kautsky and others that Puritanism
has nothing to do with this economic change, but has
to be traced back to some other origin. In France it
was chiefly the nobility that became Protestant and took
to a sombre view of human life. Moreover, as Belfort
Bax alleged against Kautsky, the two phenomena are
1 Cf. p. 19.
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